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ADOPTION CONTRACT
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Congratulations on your new adoption! It is so great when we are able to match people with just the
right wonderful companion. There are a few things that you must keep in mind and understand
with your new best friend.

A

D

________You understand that our dogs have been rehabilitated to the best of our ability. There
maybe some additional care necessary with your adoption. You accept this animal ‘as is’,
‘where-is’ and accept all risk of ownership of this animal including all medical expenses and
agree that Baja Dog Rescue is not responsible for any medical expenses. You hereby fully and
completely release Baja Dog Rescue, its foster parents, its agents, veterinarians and its volunteers
from any claim, cause of action, or liability, whether known or unknown, arising out of adoption,
care or damage this animal may inflict upon any person or property or that any parasites may
cause to any other animal or person, or any veterinarian. Baja Dog Rescue never knowingly
adopts out a sick animal and supplies only information to which it has direct knowledge. To
ensure the health of the animal, we require that get a veterinary exam within five (5) days of
adopting.
________ You understand, agree and have been informed that the dog you are adopting has
received its Rabies Vaccination. This Rabies Vaccination is good for 1 (one) year and it will
require an updated Rabies Vaccination in 1 (one) year. The dog has received a state approved
Rabies Vaccination and all information required by the County is included in the Medical Record.
We can provide a Rabies Certificate as well for the county (if needed). You agree and understand
that our administration of, the Rabies Vaccination and paperwork comply with all requirements
for the State of California and you agree that we have advised you that for any reason the County
has an issue with the Rabies Vaccination or paperwork, that they can provide a vaccination at
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________Pets can be a very wonderful addition to a home. They can also be expensive. You
understand and agree that additional vet visits and care maybe necessary for any medical issues
that may arise for you new pet. You understand this and you agree and confirm that you are
financially responsible and capable of affording any and all medical treatments that may be
necessary. You agree and understand that Baja Dog Rescue is not responsible for any medical
expenses.

O

________You understand that there may be limited information regarding the named animal and
Baja Dog Rescue does not make any warranty as to its age, health, breed, habits, temperament, or
disposition. Baja Dog Rescue has represented all information with respect to this animal and its
physical condition in good faith.
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________You understand that our animals are not trained or house broken. We advise that you
keep the pet isolated from any cats in the house for at least 48 hours. You must house train the
animal. As the dog is getting used to your home, they may have accidents inside the house. House
training a pet takes time and patience. You will not allow this animal to run at large or to become a
public nuisance. You will keep the dog and/or in a fenced area, and will never chain it up as a
means of restraint. Dogs must sleep indoors at night, have an identification tag on them at all
times, and be licensed. In the event that this animal becomes lost, you agree to make every
reasonable attempt to locate the animal.

ER

________You understand that we advise you to spend as much time with your animal the first 2-3
days. Your home is a new environment for them and they maybe confused or scared. They will
need your full loving attention and care. It is ill advised for you to leave the animal unattended
for no more then 20 to 30 minutes at a time. If you are unable to do this you may consider
having another member of the household assist you. It is also advised for you to keep the animal
on a leash outside the home at all times! Again, our dogs are not trained! Though they are
socialized with other dogs and people, the animal maybe scared or confused and needs time to get
used to their new environment.

O
PT

Baja Dog Rescue • ADOPTION CONTRACT

their clinics.

________You understand and are advised that the animal is not house broken or trained in
anyway. They may go on furniture and go to the bathroom in the house until they can be trained
not to. It is your responsibility to train the animal. We are not equipped to house train our
animals.
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________ You understand and are advised that new adoption dogs need a time to acclimate to their
new environment. Engage the dog in physical actively moderately and in stages so that the
animal can get use to its increased physical activity and movement. It is important to do this slowly
over a few days so as to prevent an injury to the animal. DO NOT exercise the animal heavily for
the first week. When feeding the animal it is important to gradually introduce a new diet. DO
NOT overfeed the dog. Though the dog may appear to be hungry it is important to feed it small
amount of basic food for the first few days. Our adopted animals safety is our primary concern.
Please use common sense when with the dog. DO NOT leave your dog in an overheated vehicle.
Make sure the dog has access to water at all times. It is important to always keep your new dog on
a leash, at all times, when walking them outside your home. We cannot predict the dog’s behavior
in different environments and it is important to test your dog first. It is also the law at most places
that dogs be leashed at all times.
________You understand and agree that for any reason the adoption does not fit or you feel you
are unable to keep or care for the animal for any reason within the 10 (ten) day grace period you
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_________You understand and agree to make arrangements of your own, to care for the dog,
if we are able to receive it back, until the dog can be returned. You agree and understand if the
animal is returned within 10 (ten) days of adoption, for any reason, then we will only refund
50% of the adoption fee maximum, for any reason. You must contact us and receive
authorization before a dog can be returned. You cannot return a dog without authorization
first. Once you receive an authorization, dogs can only be returned on a Saturday at one of our
adoption events and Baja Dog Rescue will advise you in advance of the day/time the dog can
be returned. Baja Dog Rescue is not responsible for any medical, supply, care, grooming, food,
or any other expenses that you have incurred. Baja Dog Rescue will do its best to
accommodate needs for a return however you agree and understand that Baja Dog Rescue may
not be able to receive back the dog within the week of requesting a return and it maybe 1-2
weeks additionally before Baja Dog Rescue maybe able to receive in the dog for a return. You
understand and agree that if you require the dog to be returned before Baja Dog Rescue can
accommodate the return and that you request an emergency return that there will be no refund
given. You understand and agree that an emergency return must be done only on a Saturday at
one of our adoption events and you must receive prior authorization to initiate an emergency
return for any reason and understand that no refund will be given with an emergency return.
This only applies to new adoptions and not to adoption that exceed a month or more. You
understand and agree that if Baja Dog Rescue determines that you have mistreated this animal,
provided poor or inadequate care or have failed to perform your obligations under this
contract, or if you have misrepresented yourself, then Baja Dog Rescue may reclaim the
animal immediately, without refunding any portion of the adoption fee, and reserves the right
to pursue legal action against you if necessary, at your expense.
________You understand that you are adopting this animal for the duration of its life. You
will not give this animal to anyone as a gift, resell it, abandon it, or allow it to be used for
experimental, medical, or breeding purposes.
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can contact us to make arrangements to return the dog. Baja Dog Rescue will make
arrangements to the best of our ability. You understand we cannot take returned dogs back
immediately. It may take up to 2 (two) weeks before we are able to receive the dog back.

________Baja Dog Rescue is not responsible for any medical costs that are incurred. You
hereby release Baja Dog Rescue from any and all liability, claims for damage, injury, liable,
defamation or other such related claims, which may arise from the operation of this agreement
or adoption of the animal. The dog will receive annual vaccinations according to a veterinary
schedule, and will be treated immediately for any illnesses or injuries that may occur.
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________I hereby acknowledge that Baja Dog Rescue, has made no representations or
warranties whatsoever concerning this dog received by me. I further agree to indemnify,
defend, and hold Baja Dog Rescue, it’s volunteers, agents, workers, and treating veterinarians
blameless from and against any and all costs, expenses or claims, liable, and defamation
including, without limitations, injuries or death to persons or damages to property which may
arise from the operation of this agreement or adoption of the animal including attorney fees.
_________You understand and agree the proposed weight of dog when fully grown is our
best-ESTIMATED guess. This dog maybe smaller or larger then ESTIMATED. The Date of
Birth (DOB) of this dog/puppy is ESTIMATED to the best of our knowledge and we DO NOT
guarantee the age of the dog. Unless noted on the medical record, dogs less than 5 months
HAVE NOT been spayed/neutered and you are required to get the dog spay/neutered when it
comes of age. If the dog has NOT been spayed/neutered, you acknowledge receiving a low
cost spay/neuter referral to get the dog spay/neutered. If NOT spayed/neutered, you agree to
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spay/neuter the dog when it comes of age. This dogs breed determination is to the best of our knowledge
and is an ESTIMATE, we DO NOT guarantee the breed of the dog and there maybe other breeds in the
dog.
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_________You agree and understands that no one can predict how a dog will react in a new situation.
Therefore, you as the adopter will exercise prudence and caution in introducing this dog into the new
situation until the dog has become fully adjusted to its new environment and you the adopter have had an
opportunity to become familiar with this dog’s unique personality. You, the adopter, assume full
responsibility for the conduct of this dog, and for any costs or damage to persons or property. Baja Dog
Rescue makes no explicit or implicit guarantees in reference to the health and/or temperament of the dog.
The dog is adopted “as is” and you, the adopter assume all responsibility for treatment, care and cost of
any and all existing conditions or any other physical, medical or temperament changes that may occur in
the future. Baja Dog Rescue cannot guarantee the health of any animal and shall not be held responsible
for any medical expenses or associated costs which may be incurred, hereby expressly excluding any
implied or express warranties of merchantability or fitness for any particular purpose, including, without
limitation, any warranties regarding health, temperament or whether the animal is housebroken and or
trained. You agree and understand this dog will not be used for rituals, racing, fighting, medical or
experimentation purposes.
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__________You understand and agree that Baja Dog Rescue takes every precaution to prevent the spread
of disease among our dogs. Unfortunately, it is still impossible to guarantee the health of our adoptable
dogs. We have strict quarantine procedures in place for when outbreaks occur; unfortunately there is still
potential exposure to our rescue population. Some of our dogs come from other facilities and may be
carrying disease of which they show no signs. Some diseases can be chronic and require periodic
treatment over the lifetime of the pet. We recommend that you contact your private veterinarian prior to
adopting if you have any questions or concerns about the risk to yourself, other family members, or other
pets in your household.
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_____________It may take up to two (2) weeks before the dog becomes fully acclimated in its new home
and with other pets in the home. We advise that you give it time and patience when introducing your new
dog to other family members/ pets. You understand we cannot verify the energy/activity level of the dog
once it is in your home. The dog’s energy/activity level maybe higher or lower then anticipated. In time
the dog’s true activity level can be determined and you understand that this may take a period of up to (2)
weeks or more once the dog becomes comfortable in your home.

D

_____________You attest and confirm that you, your family, children, friends, and neighbors do not have
any allergies to dogs and none of the above people have an asthma or respiratory conditions caused by
being within proximity of a dog. In addition, you certify that you have permission from your
landlord(s),wife, husband, children, friend(s), roommate(s), girlfriend(s), boyfriend(s), partner(s) and
neighbor(s) to have a dog.

A

_____________You understand and agree that Baja Dog Rescue makes no assurance or guarantee as to
the dog’s compatibility with children. Every child, circumstance and situation is different and that it is
not possible to predict every dog’s behavior with every child including children with special needs. In
addition you understand and agree that Baja Dog Rescue makes no assurance or guarantee as to the dog’s
compatibility with cats or other animals. Every cat and animal, circumstance and situation is different
and that it is not possible to predict every dog’s behavior with every cat or animal including cats or
animals who are elderly or have special needs.
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_____________You understand and agree Baja Dog Rescue takes every precaution to
assure the health of its rescue dogs, but can make NO guarantee of any kind regarding the
health of the dog. As the adopter you are financially responsible for the dog from the day
you take possession of it forward. Baja Dog Rescue is not liable for any claims, legal
actions, losses, damages, costs, expenses or liabilities whatsoever in connection with the
adoption or ownership of this dog. You understand and agree that you have been given the
opportunity to spend at least 1 (one) hour to look at, examine, ask questions, and spend time
to evaluate the dog to make sure it is appropriate for adoption.
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____________You understand and agree that examining teeth is one of the best ways to
determine the approximate age of a dog. Dogs who have received regular dental care will
have better-looking teeth than a dog that has been living in the streets who has not received
such treatment. In addition variations may exist among dogs, even two from the same litter.
Teeth are only a rough indicator of any animal's actual age. Though tooth wear is a natural
occurrence, it can be accelerated by certain habits such as aggressively chewing on hard
objects (bones, rocks, sticks) or in small dogs without good dental care. The dogs we rescue
often have been living on the streets for an unspecified amount of time and may have
excessive tooth wear or may have some dental issues. You understand that the aging
process of the dog is done by a vet who is specifically familiar with the wear a dogs teeth
may have from being homeless and living on the streets. The veterinarian is able to factor
these issues in and make an educated guess through previous examination and experience of
dealing with homeless rescue dogs. You also understand and agree that many veterinarians
do not have this knowledge or experience and may perceive the dogs excessive wear on
their teeth as a sign that the dog is actually many years older then was established. Though a
dogs teeth may appear to look like those of an older dog the veterinarian must take into
account factors of the dogs previous life. This maybe even more prevalent in smaller dogs.
This wear may include worn teeth, fractures and minor root issues. This poses little health
risk to the dog. We assess the dogs general tooth health and only perform procedures if we
feel that it does pose a risk to the dog’s health. Another veterinarian may differ in this
opinion and feel excessive tooth work is necessary, we always, advise getting a secondary
opinion.
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_____________You understand and acknowledge that volunteer(s) or agent(s) at an
Adoption Event or Store give information to the best of their knowledge however the
printed dog's Medical Record and the completed Adoption Contract supersede any
information that is stated by our volunteer(s) or agent(s) or any information that is given by
volunteer(s) or agent(s) verbally at any event or store.

A
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_____________You understand and agree that the dog has received deworm/deparasite
treatment and that the dog will need to receive monthly deworm/deparasite treatment in the
future and you need to consult with your veterinarian on which medication(s) maybe ideal
for your specific situation. In addition the dog will need flea medication on a monthly basis
and while the dog has received vaccination(s), the dog may require additional vaccinations
in the future and you need to consult with your veterinarian on which medication(s) maybe
ideal for your specific situation. If the veterinarian needs to do additional test(s) or give
medication(s) there will be a charge for this.
_____________Baja Dog Rescue never knowingly adopts out sick animals and supplies
only information to which it has direct knowledge. To ensure the health of the animal, we
require you to get a veterinary exam within five (5) days of adopting. You understand that
Baja Dog Rescue is not responsible for any medical expenses or conditions that may arise.
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You hereby release Baja Dog Rescue from any and all liability, claims for damage, injury, liable,
defamation or other such related claims, which may arise from the operation of this agreement or
adoption of the animal and subject to, the laws and venue and place of performance of the county of San
Diego and the State of California, without regard to such states conflict of laws rules, as provided in. For
purposes of actions any dispute that arises directly or indirectly from the contract and to submit and
consent to the exclusive jurisdiction, venue and performance of the County of San Diego and the State of
California and agree that such actions shall be conducted only in San Diego County, California.
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IN SIGNING MY NAME TO THIS DOCUMENT, I DO HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT (1) I
HAVE READ THE DOCUMENT IN FULL; (2) I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE TO ALL THE
PROVISIONS; AND (3) I AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE DOCUMENT PROVISIONS. I
UNDERSTAND I AM ABLE TO RECEIVE A COPY OF THIS CONTRACT FOR MY RECORDS AT
ANY TIME UPON REQUEST.

Date

'S

Signature
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Please Print Name
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FEEDING INSTRUCTIONS
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Adopted Dog________________________________
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The puppy or dog you have adopted maybe under stress in the next 24-48 hours and it is
very important to have an up scaling feeding system so as not to overwhelm the dogs
system. In the first 24 hours please feed the dog or puppy sparingly. If you overfeed
the dog it will throw up and have diarrhea. DO NOT feed the puppy or dog any
treats, bones, chew toys, denta sticks, greenies or any ‘people’ food for the first 5
days. It is best to stay with the diet provided below.

ER

For puppies: ½ can of 12oz wet dog food (Pedigree or Purina Brand “Beef & Rice” or
“Chicken & Rice”) in the morning and night, no solid food for 3 weeks
For adult or young dogs: One Cup of Pedigree or Purina Brand Dry Dog Food in the
morning and 1 cup in the night
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We do not have a static brand of food that we feed our dogs as we rely heavily on food
donations and get many different brands of food. Choosing a brand of dog food is up to
you and we do have a couple of brands we can recommend. The dog should have
access to unlimited fresh water. We recommend that you maintain an up scaling
feeding program slowly, day by day to introduce the dog to a new diet. This will avoid
an intestinal discomfort and issues with the dog the first few days. If intestinal issues
arise we recommend adding plain unseasoned cooked white rice to the appropriate
proportion to the dogs food to stabilize its gastrointestinal system.

A

The transition of food and new environment and stimuli that the dog is not used may
cause the dog discomfort. Within the first 24-72 hours the dog may experience mild
gastrointestinal issues. If the dog does experience mild gastrointestinal issues then it is
recommend adding plain cooked unseasoned white rice, plain unsweetened yogurt or
plain unsweetened cooked oatmeal to the diet in order to stabilize the dogs
gastrointestinal system in proportion to the total quantity listed above. This would
consist of plain, unseasoned, cooked white rice or plain (no sugar) yogurt with
beneficial bacteria or plain cooked oatmeal to the full quantity of no more then 12 oz
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total of food and rice, yogurt or oatmeal. If the gastrointestinal issues persist longer then
48 hours then you are advised to contact us. If you have question or concerns about the
dogs diet, feeding or any gastrointestinal issues that may arise you are advised to contact
us. Remember to not feed the dog anything but the new food that you are transitioning
the dog to and rice, oatmeal or yogurt. Any other addition of ANY food items may
cause gastrointestinal issues for the dog.

O

You understand and are advised that new adoption dogs need a time to acclimate to their
new environment. Engage the dog in physical actively moderately and in stages so that
the animal can get use to its increased physical activity and movement. It is important to
do this slowly over a few days so as to prevent an injury to the animal. DO NOT
exercise the animal heavily for the first week.
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When feeding the animal it is important to gradually introduce a new diet. DO NOT
overfeed the dog. Though the dog may appear to be hungry it is important to feed it
small amount of basic food for the first few days.

O
PT

ER

DO NOT leave the dog outside in cold weather, rain or hot temperatures. This will
jeopardize the dog’s health. We advise that you keep the pet isolated from any other
animals in the house for at least 48 hours. DO NOT feed the animals together. Keep
the animals separate but in adjacent rooms. Allow them to get used to each being in the
same home but separated by a barrier. We cannot predict how any animal will react in a
new environment. Allow the animals to get used to each other slowly. Feed them in
separate rooms. After a couple of days you may allow them to inhabit the same room
but you must observe them. DO NOT leave new animals unattended with each other
until they have been introduced slowly over 2-3 days.

D

In signing my name to this document, I do hereby acknowledge that (1) I have read
the document in full; (2) I understand and agree to all the provisions; and (3) I agree
to abide by the document provisions.

Date

A

Signature

Please Print Name:___________________________________________
Adopted Dog:_______________________________________________
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

C

Giardiasis refers to a protozoan parasite known as giardia, which produce offspring known as cysts. I am aware
that Baja Dog Rescue treats all its dogs prophylactically for giardia before adoption. I understand that when I
take my newly adopted dog to the veterinarian for its initial exam that they may test for giardia using enzymelinked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) test. I am aware that the ELISA test is overly sensitive and that it may test
positive even though there are no live cysts in the dog's systems.

ER

'S

You understand and agree that the dog has received prophylactic treatment for a week for both coccidia and
giardia. The dog has been tested six times throughout the week and an ELISA test kit has been performed before
leaving the facility for giardia and had samples sent to outside lab. The results were all negative for coccidia and
giardia. You also understand that the dog has been tested for coccidia by an outside third party lab and has been
found negative. You understand that the dog is currently negative for both coccidia and giardia. If, during your
initial veterinarian visit, the veterinarian tests for giardia and coccidia and obtains a positive result, this comes
from a post adoption exposure. On a one time basis we can provide medicine for treatment of coccidia if you
require medication for post adoption exposure of coccidia.
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You are also aware that the ELISA test does not confirm the presence of live giardia cysts, it merely indicates a
positive or negative, not quantity and that a test can read positive up to 60 days after live or dead giardia cysts
are removed from the dog's system. If the veterinarian actually confirms that there are live giardia cysts present
in the dog's system from post adoption exposure, Baja Dog Rescue can provide medicine to treat a post
adoption exposure at no charge one time. Once you contact us and the veterinarian confirms that live giardia
cysts are present in the dog's system through a Fecal Flotation test. Baja Dog Rescue will not cover
any veterinarian costs, cost of medication(s), store costs or third-party supplier costs.
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In signing my name to this document, I do hereby acknowledge that (1) I have read the document in
full; (2) I understand and agree to all the provisions; and (3) I agree to abide by the document
provisions.

A

Signature

Please Print Name

Date

Adopted Dog
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
You acknowledge that this puppy is NOT spayed/neutered and you agree that you will
spayed/ neuter at five (5) months of age.

O

You acknowledge that Baja Dog Rescue requires you to spay/neuter this dog at five (5)
months of age.
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You acknowledge that you have received a location for low cost spay/neuter and that
you have been given references for a spay/neuter location. You acknowledge that you
have been given notice that you must pay for the spay/neuter of your pet and that it is
not a free service, there is a charge for the spay/neuter.
For your convenience the following location offers low cost spay/neuter:
San Diego Affordable Spay and
Neuter Clinic
855 E Valley Pkwy, Escondido, CA
92025
(760) 532-9335
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San Diego Affordable Spay and
Neuter Clinic
(North Park)
Address: 2860 University Ave, San
Diego, CA 92104
(760) 532-9335

Mohnacky Animal Hospital of Vista
971 Vale Terrace
Vista, Ca 92084
(760) 758-8004

In signing my name to this document, I do hereby acknowledge that (1) I have read the document in
full; (2) I understand and agree to all the provisions; and (3) I agree to abide by the document
provisions.

D

Signature
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Please Print Name

Date

Adopted Dog
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You agree and understand that this dog is NOT SPAYED/NUETERED. Newly adopted dogs should
not be socialized outside the family home or your own fenced yard, (fenced, as you do not want
strange dogs eliminating in your yard). You (the adopter) will need to consult with your veterinarian
and follow your veterinarian’s instructions. You agree and understand that this dog has been
deparasitized preliminarily by Baja Dog Rescue but this does NOT make the dog immune to,
contracting any parasites including, but not exclusive to Giardia, Cocidia, Round Worms, Hook
Worms and/or Tape Worms. The dog is still susceptible to contracting parasites. To ensure the health
of the dog, Baja Dog Rescue requires that you (the adopter) get a veterinary examination with
your intended veterinarian within five (5) days of adopting. In addition you agree to supply the
intended veterinarian with your copy of the medical record that has been reviewed with you and
given to you by Baja Dog Rescue. Baja Dog Rescue is not liable for any claims, legal actions, losses,
damages, costs, medical expenses, expenses or liabilities whatsoever in connection with the adoption
or ownership of this dog including to any connection with contraction of any medical conditions,
parasites or immune disorders.
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You understand, agree and have been informed that the dog you are adopting has received its Rabies
Vaccination. This Rabies Vaccination is good for 1 (one) year and it will require an updated Rabies
Vaccination in 1 (one) year. The dog has received a state approved Rabies Vaccination and all
information required by the County is included in the Medical Record. We can provide a Rabies
Certificate as well for the county (if needed). You agree and understand that our administration of, the
Rabies Vaccination and paperwork comply with all requirements for the State of California and you
agree that we have advised you that for any reason the County has an issue with the Rabies
Vaccination or paperwork, that they can provide a vaccination at their clinics. You agree and
understand that you, have been advised on the County requirements for the administration of,
certificate, medical record and the Rabies Vaccination itself. In addition you have been informed and
understand that you as the adopter are solely responsible for obtaining the required license for the dog.
You understand that you must contact the County to find out any information on licensing and fees,
and agree to contact the County in order to do so shortly after adoption. You understand and agree that
you will be responsible for any licensing fees with the county.
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In signing my name to this document, I do hereby acknowledge that (1) I have read the document in
full; (2) I understand and agree to all the provisions; and (3) I agree to abide by the document
provisions.

Signature

Date

Please Print Name

Adopted Dog

